Ayl Al
Crescent Moon Sighting with Binoculars

Fatwa by Sadiq Al-Ghirayani, The Grand Mufti of Libya (Maliki)

Question: 2 &xiyall § dpyal

Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you, Your Eminence, Al-Sadig Al-Ghiryani. In one of the
guestions you kindly answered regarding fasting based on astronomical calculations, you appeared to state
that this is not permissible, although you did not do so explicitly. You mentioned the hadith in which the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Fast when you see it (the new moon) and break your fast
when you see it."

My first question concerns the word "seeing" itself. Is the interpretation based solely on the meanings of
the words, i.e., by using synonyms only? If so, we would then be led to believe that Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Wahhab's interpretation is the most correct among all schools of thought, because he relied on the text
and applied it literally, forgetting that the world evolves.

Here, | would like to ask: Is it not permissible to interpret the word "seeing" in other ways? For example, at
one time, the telescope appeared, and then the satellites! Aren't these all advanced devices that help us
see? We all know that Islam is a religion for all places and all times, and the Quran is for all times as well.
We always see scientific miracles in the Holy Quran.

And here | would like to add this verse from Surah Yunus: In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful (“He is the One Who made the sun a shining light and the moon a reflected light and
determined for it phases - that you may know the number of years and the account [of time]. Allah did not
create this except in truth. He details the signs for people who know.”) (Quran 10:5)

Is there not in it what urges us to learn the number of years and their calculation? And all of this comes
under the heading of astronomy.

Answer:
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his family, his companions, and
those who follow him.

What you mentioned regarding sighting with binoculars and other modern devices is indeed included
within the meaning of "sighting". If the crescent moon is sighted, whether with the naked eye or with
advanced equipment, it is a legitimate sighting that establishes the beginning and end of Ramadan, based
on the general statement of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him): "Fast when you see it." This
differs from determining the crescent moon based on calculations, as calculations are not considered
sightings and therefore do not establish the beginning or end of Ramadan.
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