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Malaysian Fatwa by JAKIM on the Use of Optical Aids 
for Moon Sighting (2021) 

 

Translation (from Malay to English) 

Legal Rulings on the Crescent Moon Sightings from Shariah and Astronomy Perspectives 

MKI 119th Session: 

1. The ruling on seeing the crescent moon with the naked eye with the help of optical equipment is permissible. 

2. The sighting of the crescent moon using imaging techniques is permissible with the parameters set by JAKIM 

through the guidelines/procedures for the proof of the sighting of the crescent moon through Imaging 

Techniques. 

3. The sighting of the crescent moon must meet the criteria1 of Imkanur Rukyah (predicted visibility). 

4. The number of witnesses for the proof of the crescent moon must consist of one fair witness for Ramadan and 

two fair witnesses for other months. While for imaging techniques, it must be witnessed by two fair Muslim 

witnesses; and 

5. The testimony of women is accepted in the sighting of the crescent moon. 

Compilation of Fatawa by the Federal Fatwa Committee, Malaysia (2021) / JAKIM (www.islam.gov.my) 

Further References:  

1. https://www.muftiselangor.gov.my/2025/02/07/12-taudhih-al-falak-justifikasi-imkan-ar-rukyah-dalam-penetapan-takwim-hijri/  

2. https://www.muftiwp.gov.my/ms/artikel/bayan-linnas/3858-bayan-linnas-khas-isu-tambahan-waktu-8-minit-bagi-permulaan-azan-subuh-

dan-hukum-solat-subuh-sebelum-masuk-waktu   

 
1 Malaysian Imkanur Rukyah Criteria (MABIMS 2021): 3° Altitude; 6.4° Elongation – subject to change with more data collection. 
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