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Imām Leading the Salāh of Solar Eclipse 
By Mufti Abdul Waheed, JKN Fatawa Department, Bradford (UK) 

6 August 2026 

Question: 

As you may be aware, there will be a solar eclipse in the UK and Europe on Wednesday, 12 August 

2026 from 6 pm to 8 pm, InshaAllah. The astronomical data suggest it will be a partial one in the UK 

(90%) and a total one in Europe, especially in Spain. The question arises: if the UK or European 

Muslims witness the solar eclipse on the above date (which is likely to start before the Asar Jamat 

prayer in most UK mosques), should the Imāms inform the people to attend the mosque in advance 

for the eclipse prayer? Please clarify if it’s Sunnah or Wajib in Hanafi Madhab to pray the eclipse 

prayer (Salāhtul Kusuf) once it has been sighted (and not on the news from abroad or by 

astronomical prediction)? Your prompt response (with Fiqh references) will be highly appreciated. 

 

  الجواب
 
  و  حامدا

 
مصليا  

In the name of Allāh, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Answer: 

In reference to your query, if the solar eclipse is confirmed to take place on the aforesaid date and 

time, then local Masājid Imāms must announce for the observation of Salāhtul Kusuf. Salāhtul Kusuf 

is a prescribed Salāh performed when the solar eclipse occurs. The sound position in the Hanafi 

school as Ibn Abideen Shāmi rahimahullah states is that it is a Sunnah prayer, not wājib; performed 

in two units like the remaining Salāhs except that it is performed in congregation with prolonged 

recitation.[1] It has been authentically reported that the sun once eclipsed during the time of the 

Messenger of Allāh sallallahu alayhi wasallam after the death of his son, Ibrahim radhiyallahu anhu. 

The Messenger of Allāh sallallahu alayhi wasallam lead two units of prayer in congregation during 

the early part of the day with a lengthy recitation. He then followed it with a lengthy sermon 

reminding the believers that the sun does not eclipse due to the life or death of a person, rather 

Allāh reminding His servants of His signs and therefore, resort to prayer.[2] 
  

Performing in congregation is the prescribed method, though it is not mandatory.[3] Announcing to 

the people of the congregational pray is permitted as was the case during the time of the Messenger 

of Allāh sallallahu alayhi wasallam.[4] Additionally, the Imām can choose to recite audibly or silently 

as both positions have been prescribed in the Hanafi school with supporting evidence, though silent 

prayer is recommended.[5] Important note that if the eclipse is to take place late afternoon, then it 

should be performed before Asr prayer as performing it after Asr prayer is Makrooh – disliked.[6] 
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