Is using a telescope to confirm the crescent
moon of Ramadan an innovation (bid'ah)?

Question: 2 d=asall § doyall

A message reached the program from one of our listeners from the Eastern Province, who says: Taha Muhammad
Musa, our brother has a question in which he says: My question is: If innovation is every action that was not proven
from the Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and his companions, or every action that came after
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and was not based on his command, then what about proving
the crescent of Ramadan by means of a magnifying telescope at a time when it is difficult to see the crescent with
the naked eye, knowing that this magnifying telescope did not exist in the time of the Messenger, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace, and his companions, and the Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, says:
“Fast when you see it and break your fast when you see it”, the hadith, then isn’t what is meant here to be seeing
with the naked eye?

Answer:

Innovation is what people introduce to draw closer to Allah, and which the Messenger, peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, did not legislate. This is called innovation, as he, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said:
Whoever does an action that is not in accordance with our command, it is rejected. And he, peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him, said: Whoever introduces into this matter of ours that which is not part of it, it is rejected,
meaning: in our religion.

Innovations are newly introduced acts of worship that Allah has not prescribed. They are called innovations, such as
building on graves, establishing mosques on them, celebrating birthdays, celebrating the Night Journey and
Ascension, and the like. These are called innovations.

As for using binoculars to see the crescent moon, this is not an act of worship, nor is it an innovation. Rather, this is
something that can be used to help with the sighting, just as it is helpful to be in a high place like a minaret or high
roofs, or to be away from places where there is something that obstructs the sight, such as dust or the like. The main
thing in this is the eye, so binoculars or something else that helps with the sighting does not harm it, because the
sighting is only with the eye. This only helps to perceive the visible thing, which is the crescent moon. So if one uses
something to be in a high place or in a minaret or in places far from obstructing the sighting, and this includes
binoculars, then it does not harm it if the main thing is to see it with the eye, and the binoculars only help, so this
does not harm it.

The reason for not relying on calculations is whether the new moon was born that night or not. Scholars do not rely
on calculations; in fact, there is a consensus among reputable scholars that calculations are not used to establish the
crescent moon. Rather, the determining factor is sighting with the naked eye, not calculations. A telescope is merely
an aid to visual observation, but the primary reliance is on the eye itself, just as a minaret or a high roof provides a
vantage point for observation. And Allah is the source of all success. Yes.

Presenter: May Allah reward you. So, innovation (bid'ah) is that which has a direct connection to worship?

The Sheikh: Yes, as for customs and worldly matters, even if they existed after the Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him), such as cars, airplanes, telephones, and similar things, and trains, these are not called innovations in
terms of Islamic law, even if they are called innovations in terms of language, because they are new.

Presenter: May Allah reward you /
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